
Coprophagia 

I’ve had several people ask me why their dogs eat poop and what they can do about it.  Turns out this 

scavenger type behavior is normal for dogs, but some of them (thank goodness) never develop a 

fondness for the taste of poop.  I think the taste thing is just about the same as the fact that I have never 

developed a taste for liver and onions, yet many people think it is wonderful. 

Here are some statistics about poop eating dogs: 

 “The more dogs you have the more likely your dog will eat poop. The smallest percent (19%) of 

poop eaters were in single dog homes whereas 24% lived with two dogs and 30% lived in a 

three-dog household.”   

o Why would that be? Maybe because statistics show that most dogs will eat the stool left 

by another dog, but not as many will eat their own.   So the more dogs kept together, 

the more likely a dog will develop the habit. 

 Gender and sexual status mattered somewhat. Neutered males are more likely than non-

neutered males, and spayed females are the worst offenders. 

 Diet of the dog had no effect 

 There were also some breed dispositions: Border collies and shelties had a history of eating 

poop, while none of the poodles in the study ate their stool.   

 Perhaps the most likely predictor for a dog to exhibit this behavior is if he’s a greedy eater. 

So what do you do if your dog thinks poop is a delicacy?  There are a number of products on the market 

that are supposed to help with this problem, but the best way is to prevent it by always cleaning up after 

your pet.  And do this right away, because studies show that just like we prefer freshly baked cookies, 

they prefer their morsels to be fresh also. 

Not only is this habit disgusting, but this will also transmit worms from one pet to another. 


