
HOUSEBREAKING 

A puppy under three months does not have the physical ability to “hold it”.  When he’s gotta go, it’s 

right now and right here, so the owner must pay very close attention and watch for little signs that he 

will give off.  These signs might be circling, sniffing the floor, whining, pacing or just staring at you.   

When you observe any of these signs, ask the puppy if he wants to go outside and take him out 

immediately.  Every time your puppy stops doing anything – eating, sleeping, playing, chewing, assume 

that he has to go. 

Use the same area of the yard each time he goes, then praise him and/or reward him for doing his 

duty.  Have a different play area.  If when you take him out, he seems to forget why he is there, give 

him no more than 10 minutes and then take him back inside, but keep him under very close 

observation, either in his crate or on his leash right with you, then take him back outside and try again 

in about 20 minutes. 

During the day, most puppies can be crated without accident, for about one hour per month of age.   

Toy breeds may take longer to get physical control, so they may take longer to housebreak or need 

more frequent trips outside. 

Make sure your puppy gets outside frequently enough so that he does not start eliminating in his crate.  

It is much easier to prevent housebreaking problems than to correct them.  Until you are sure that your 

new dog knows and understands the rules of the house, don’t give her the freedom to make bad 

choices 

By the time a puppy is 7-8 months old he should be able to hold it for 6-8 hours.  After that they should 

only need to go out to potty three to five times a day.   

Teach you dog to “go” on command.  As soon as you dog starts doing his duty, calmly say your 

command a couple of times.  Don’t use an excited voice as this may distract him from going.  After he 

has gone potty, you may play with him or take him for a walk.  By teaching him to go on command, you 

will not freeze to death in the winter waiting outside for him to do his duty. Don’t take walks to potty 

as he will learn to hold it as long as possible knowing that as soon as he goes, the walk is over.  Potty 

first, then walk. 

Understand that there are bound to be accidents and when they happen, do not punish your dog by 

rubbing his nose in it, scolding him, or swatting him with a paper, this only teaches him that you don’t 

like to find messes.  He does not understand that he caused the mess.  If you see him starting to go on 

your floor, stop him with a loud sound or “no” and then take him outside immediately. 

If after several weeks of consistent housebreaking, your dog is still having accidents, take him to the 

veterinarian to be examined and rule out any physical causes. 


